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Pittsburgh Cohort Participated in Prestigious Harvard Business 
School “Young American Leaders Program” Joining Peers from 

Thirteen Metropolitan Areas to Share Creative Practices and Boost 
Shared Prosperity in America 

 
 

Pittsburgh – A cohort of nine leaders from the Pittsburgh region recently participated in the 

invitation-only Harvard Business School (HBS) Young American Leaders Program (YALP). 

This marks the third year that leaders in the Pittsburgh region have been recommended to the 

program. 

 

YALP brings together representatives from communities including Birmingham, Boston, 

Chattanooga, Columbus, Detroit, Miami, Milwaukee, Minneapolis-Saint Paul, Nashville, 

Pittsburgh, Salt Lake City, San Antonio, and San Jose - to share cross-sector collaborations for 

shared prosperity. 

 

“Harvard Business School created YALP to fan local sparks of civic innovation into flames of 

positive change across America,” said Jan Rivkin, HBS professor and co-chair of the School’s 

U.S. Competitiveness Project. “The most promising innovations we’ve identified across the 

country are local, they span sectors, and they require long-term commitment. It’s crucial to 

have young leaders involved. Leaders in the Pittsburgh region have a remarkable track record 

of coming together to transform their hometown. The Pittsburgh cohort has much to share 

with--and to learn from--other regions.” 

 

At the request of HBS, and in keeping with the collaborative spirit of YALP, Leadership 

Pittsburgh, Inc. partnered with the Allegheny Conference on Community Development and a 
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panel of civic leaders to recommend participants for this year’s program. The nine who 

represented the Pittsburgh region were: 

 

Reverend Paul Abernathy, Neighborhood Resilience Project 

Priya Amin, Flexable 

Kenya T. Boswell, Highmark Health 

Jeffery Carlson, Allegheny Health Network 

Wasiullah Mohamed, The Pittsburgh Foundation 

Nick Sherman, Washington County 

Rick Siger, Carnegie Mellon University 

Erika Strassburger, Pittsburgh City Council 

Angela Wheland, FedEx Ground 

 

“These leaders who represented the Pittsburgh region in the Young American Leaders Program 

are already influencing the positive direction of our community,” said Aradhna Oliphant, 

president and chief executive officer of Leadership Pittsburgh, Inc. “They have completed a 

Leadership Pittsburgh, Inc. program or demonstrated significant civic leadership through their 

professional or volunteer work, they are firmly rooted here, and they have a desire to make an 

even bigger difference in the future. We are proud of these talented professionals who comprise 

the Pittsburgh cohort.” 

 

During their four-day experience, the Pittsburghers convened online with cohorts from the 

other participating cities to work with internationally-renowned HBS faculty, gaining insight 

into where America and American cities stand today through the eyes of leaders like 

themselves from across the country.  

“Pittsburgh pretty much wrote the book on cross-sector collaboration, an idea that’s at the 

heart of the Young American Leaders Program,” said Stefani Pashman, Allegheny Conference 

chief executive officer.  “It’s not just part of our past, it’s woven into the way we work together 

now to lay the civic foundation for what comes next. Through our ongoing partnership with 
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Leadership Pittsburgh and HBS, we are learning from other regions and bringing best practices 

here to make Pittsburgh even better.”  

The Young American Leaders Program convened virtually June 21 through 24, 2021. 

Leadership Pittsburgh Inc. and the Allegheny Conference partnered on this initiative with 

HBS, as did local organizations in the other thirteen cities that participated. 

About the Harvard Business School Young American Leaders Program (YALP) 

The Young American Leaders Program is a leadership development effort of Harvard Business School. 

Each year, YALP faculty invite senior leaders in select cities to identify next-generation leaders in 

government, business, education, nonprofits, and other parts of society. Ten-person teams of young 

leaders from partner cities then come to the HBS campus for a four-day “boot camp” on cross-sector 

collaboration. The Program aims to develop young leaders who are able and eager to work across 

traditional boundaries to help their communities thrive. 

About Leadership Pittsburgh, Inc. 

Leadership Pittsburgh Inc. (LPI) is the foremost multi-disciplinary leadership identification, connection 

and civic engagement organization in southwestern PA. As an independent nonprofit organization, we 

are committed to enriching a diverse group of leaders to serve the region through our selection-based 

programs: Leadership Pittsburgh, Leadership Development Initiative, and the Community Leadership 

Course for Veterans.  Programs’ curricula address critical and timely topics, engage the business sector 

in projects and leadership positions benefitting civic sector organizations and provide alumni the 

platform to tackle regional issues in order to act as catalysts for positive change.  As an organization, we 

are committed to helping the greater Pittsburgh region embrace creativity in its thinking and build 

bridges of understanding across segments.  LPI has cultivated an impressive graduate network of over 

2,400 civic leaders working to maximize the potential of our community.  

 

About the Allegheny Conference  

The Allegheny Conference is one of the U.S.’s foremost civic leadership organizations focused on 

improving the economy and quality of life in the 10-county Pittsburgh region. The Allegheny 

http://www.alleghenyconference.org/
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Conference on Community Development and its Affiliates work in collaboration with public and private 

sector partners to improve the economy and the quality of life in southwestern Pennsylvania.  
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